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references to them and citations of verses from them in anthologies and in works of Alankara,
Bilbana
Bilhana of the 11th century A. D. whose historical work. Vikramankadevacharita and the lyrical piece, Chaurapanchasika, have already been noticed, has written a drama called Karnastmdari, a Natika in 4 acts. The story follows the trend of Malavikagnimitra knd Ratnavali. It describes the success of the romantic overtures of the Chalukya king called Karnadeva who marries Karnasundari, a Vidyadhara princes, overcoming the obstacles caused by the jealous senior queen. The appearance of the queen herself in the guise of Karnasundari before the king to discover his love ifttrigue creates a funny situation. The queen's clever attempt to deceive the king by allowing him to taarry a boy who is dressed like Karnasundari, the minister's cleverness in anticipating the trick and in deceiving the queen by substituting the real Karnasundari in the place of the disguised one are all very interesting and intensely comic, though beyond the orbit of probability. Bilhana's style is simple and pleasing and he shows considerable skill in creating absorbing dramatic situations.
5               "                                      Mahanataka
r
?                  The Mahanataka, also known as Hannmaimataka,
>.          is assigned to the llth century on the strength of the
I            jpopular tradition which associates it with King Bhoja
J